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Report 
 
In 2012, ABEM continued the practice of creating three distinct versions of the LSEP interim survey.  
The EM physician survey was sent to 1,126 physicians believed to be currently practicing EM or an EM 
subspecialty.  A second survey was developed for retirees and was sent to 128 LSEP participants who 
had previously indicated that they were retired.  A third survey was mailed to 94 participants who 
previously reported that they were no longer working in EM or an EM subspecialty.   
 
This report presents final results from the survey sent to retired physicians 
 
Frequency distributions for all but the open-ended questions are presented in the attached annotated 
survey.  The N’s reflect the number of people responding to each question.  The first two questions are 
used to determine whether each person received the correct survey.  N’s are shown only for those 
whose responses are retained for this survey.  Apparent inconsistencies may occur when respondents 
answer questions they are instructed to skip or skip questions they should answer.  Percentages may 
not always sum to exactly 100% due to rounding.  The sum of percentages may exceed 100% when 
participants are asked to “circle all that apply.”   
 
Results of the Retired Physician Survey 
 
Two participants were removed from the list due to an outdated address, and 19 respondents did not 
return a survey.  This leaves an effective sample size of 107 and a response rate of 84%.  Six reported 
they are not retired but still working.  Those responding online were automatically directed to the survey 
questions appropriate to their situation, while those who responded on paper were counted in the 
response rate but are excluded from the count for the questions they were directed to skip on the 
retired physician survey.  These physicians will receive either the EM physician survey or the alternate 
occupation survey in 2013, depending on their circumstances.  The number of valid responses 
available for the final analysis on the retired physician survey was 99.  Of these, 21 (21%) chose to 
complete the survey online.  The results reported below are based on the responses of the 99 
respondents.   
 
Over 98% of the respondents reported feeling at least satisfied with their career in EM.  Of this group, 
40% were ‘Very Satisfied.’  Roughly 65% responded that they did not miss their daily activities in the 
ED.  Of the goals for retirement given in the survey, the most notable were ‘Spend time with family’ 
(78%), ‘Travel’ (78%), ‘Read’ (79%), and ‘Spend time with friends’ (62%).  While 47% said they would 
volunteer, only a small number responded they would like to work part time (7%). 
 
When asked how “Health Care Reform” has changed their health care in retirement, most respondents 
were neutral.  With regard to availability, roughly 80% responded that it is the “Same.”  About the same 
response was given for affordability and quality, with the respective percentages being 73% and 81%. 
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 American Board of Emergency Medicine 

     Longitudinal Study of Emergency Physicians 
 
 

 
   2012 Retired Physician Survey 

 
 

1. You indicated on a prior survey that you are retired—that is, no longer regularly working for pay, 
either part-time or full-time, in any medical or non-medical occupation.  Is this still true?  N=111           

 
Yes .......................................... 1   N=99  (89%)   Skip 1b and go to Question 2 
No, I still work for pay .............. 5   N=12  (11%)   Go to Question 1b 

 

                                                      Valid Sample Size=99 
 

 

1b.  In what area(s) do you currently work? N=10 (Missing=2) 

        AREA (Circle All That Apply) 

a. Emergency Medicine (EM) ................................................. 1   60% 
  (includes EM clinical, administrative, academic, & consulting) 

b. EM subspecialty ............................................................. 1 10% 
  (includes MedTox, PedEM, SportsMed, UHM, HPM, EMS) 

c. Urgent care ................................................................... 1   30% 
d. Critical care EM .................................................................... 1   0% 
e. Internal medicine .................................................................. 1   0% 
f. Occupational medicine ....................................................... 1   10% 
g. Physical & rehabilitative medicine ........................................ 1   0% 

h. Other medical (non-EM)  
(Please specify)   _______________________________ 1   40% 

i.  Other (non-medical) 
 (Please specify)   ________________________________ 1   0% 
 

If you answered No to Question 1, after completing Question 1b, please 
go to Question 7. 
 

 

 
2.  Overall, how satisfied were you with your career in Emergency Medicine? (Circle Only One) 

                     N=98 (Missing=1) 

Not Satisfied Satisfied Very Satisfied

1  1% 2  2% 3  26% 4  32% 5  40% 
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3.  Do you miss the daily activities of working in the ED? (Circle Only One)  N=98 (Missing=1) 
 

 Yes .................................... 1 35%  
 No ..................................... 5 65% 
  

4. How has “Health Care Reform” changed your health care in retirement? (Circle All That Apply) 

                                                N=91 (Missing=8)  
  
       More Same                       Less    

Availability 1  2% 2  1% 3  80% 4  6% 5  4% 

Affordability 1  3% 2  4% 3  73% 4  3% 5  9% 

Quality 1  2% 2  0% 3  81% 4  5% 5  5% 

 
 
5.   What are your goals in retirement? (Circle All That Apply)  N=97 (Missing=2) 
 

a. Spend time with family ..................................................................................... 1 78% 
b. Travel………….. ............................................................................................... 1 78% 
c. Practice sports (golf, sailing, biking, etc.) ......................................................... 1 44% 
d. Write .............................................................................................................. 1 20% 
e. Improve health ................................................................................................. 1 51% 
f. Take classes .................................................................................................... 1 27% 
g. Read .............................................................................................................. 1 79% 
h. Spend time with friends .................................................................................... 1 62% 
i. Volunteer .......................................................................................................... 1 47% 
j. Work part time in medicine ............................................................................... 1   8% 
k. Work part time outside medicine ...................................................................... 1   7%  
l.    Other ................................................................................................................ 1 26%  

 

        Please specify __________________________________________________________ 
 
 

7.  PLEASE MAKE ANY  
 NEEDED CORRECTIONS  
 TO THIS INFORMATION 
 
 
 
COMMENTS:  Please include any comments you have about this survey or issues related to 
Emergency Medicine and ABEM.  Please print clearly so your comments can be noted.  
 

  
 
 ______ 
Please return this survey to ABEM by July 6, 2012.  Thank you for your generous support.  If 
ABEM can be of assistance, please call (517) 332-4800 or email us at research@abem.org.    
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